problems in his or her own nation, who can be used as a resource if the climate for nursing research in his or her own country of origin is in an elementary phase? Although many of these issues have to be confronted by both the student and his or her advisor, there is frequently an overt factor that influences final decisions: fiscal reality. Is the student being funded by a particular source that could have an effect on data availability and dissemination of results? It may be easier for a student from an Asian country to complete studies in North America by developing a focus on research questions more easily studied in the immediate environment than questions related to his or her own country, which may be thousands of miles away. There is also the problem that professors acting as advisors may be experts in the clinical aspects of nursing that interest the student but have no background in the anthropological aspects that might have an influence on findings.
The exciting point is that these problems, which were so profound a few decades ago, are slowly being obliterated as our global understanding increases. Students are still traveling far from their homelands to obtain graduate degrees, but increasingly more universities in developing countries are introducing graduate nursing degrees into their educational programs. Travel is no longer an essential requirement for higher education in nursing. This has eliminated the problem of students staying in the foreign country to which they have traveled rather than returning to countries that need their expertise. Travel is now considered the cream on the cake rather than the whole cake itself. An additional factor in the growth of nursing programs in developing countries is that many professors in established programs are acting as visiting professors in the new university programs. This enables the visitors to become acquainted with the particular problems related to the country in which they are staying and at the same time act as a resource to novice researchers as they start their programs.
An interesting sidelight for acting professors in nursing programs is that one becomes part of the host faculty and consequently immersed in the national issues of funding, support for nursing research, and dissemination of information among the general nursing populace. The same issues are found in every program but with a different focus, depending on the type of health care delivery system used in that country and where power bases lie. The power structure in the country needs to be understood not only in terms of the government but also the culture and health care. Do female nurses have a voice, and will their research be noted? Is the government ready to fund nursing research? Is there a method for disseminating research to other nurses? In North America, Europe, and Australia, we have well-established research journals and a growing tendency to rely on electronic sources of information. Use of the Internet and e-mail requires reliable sources of electricity, and this is rarely found in developing countries. Print media are still of importance in other parts of the world, but again, these require presses and reliable mail systems for distribution. As a final resource, there is word of mouth at meetings and professional discourse whenever possible. The hidden agenda in all of this is the amount and type of fiscal support. It may take a variety of forms, and there may be conflicts that influence access. Nurses always seem to be highly imaginative when it comes to methods of communication, and support should be available at all levels.
In countries where nursing research is well established, there are formal means of obtaining fiscal support for research. This is mostly through grants from well-endowed resources, with governments generally leading the way. Knowledge of writing research proposals directed to the interests of the funding sources is helpful, and an understanding of the types of research methods receiving support is often invaluable. Bringing this information to the international scene as grants are sought in developing countries for studies that are of importance to each individual nation is where visiting professors can support novice researchers in starting new programs.
Clinical Nursing Research has established the Commentaries section in the journal so that readers can grasp the essential aspects of a study that can or cannot be transferred from one country to another. We have found that nursing home care, of importance in North America, is of little relevance in Asia, where the elderly are cared for by their families rather than in nursing homes. This does not negate the worth of the studies but demonstrates a different area of priority for research. In Africa, the problem of AIDS is faced by nurses every day, and further research is needed to provide information about how best to suppress this contagion and educate the population.
Studies from many African countries could provide global information about methods of containment and protection.
Although a commentary is only written for one article in each issue, we try to ensure that there is global representation in our journal whenever possible. The Briefs section is certainly a place where novice researchers can get their early work published and where more established researchers are able to have pilot projects presented.
At all levels, nurse researchers need to support the international perspective of their work and ensure that there is a dissemination of appropriate findings beyond the borders of the countries in which they conduct their studies. I do not expect that my poinsettia will grow red leaves in my northern garden, but it will stay healthy and flourish, as will the global presentations of nursing studies.
-Patricia Hayes

